formed environmentalism's base constituency. Even though this activism has been long concerned with urban issues such as pollution, it generally lacks attention to environmental problems affecting minorities who often live in poor, urban communities (Melosi, 1997, pp. 198, 207; Renquist, 1997, p. 811) . This lack of attention reflects mainstream environmentalism's overall White, male, educated, and middle-class nature (DeLuca, 1999, pp. 70-71) .
Environmental Justice's Expansion of Environmental Activism

Environmental Pollution Across Class and Race Lines
Except for examinations of pollution on Native American reservations (Spieldoch, 1999; Wolfley, 1999) , environmental research mentioned almost nothing about race before the 1980s and early 1990s. Environmental justice activists are expanding mainstream environmentalism to address how pollution affects their communities (Allen, 2003; Boer, Pastor, Sadd & Snyder, 1997, p. 794; Mohai, 2003; Novotny, 1995; Rosen, 1994, p. 227; Taylor, 1993, p. 266) . It is erroneous, however, to suggest that environmental hazards affect only minorities, because such hazards are also distributed by income and class (Matic & Webb, 2003) . Once referred to as the environmental racism movement, by the early 1990s, the cause was referred to by activists as the movement for environmental justice because race is not its only central issue.
Even though class is important to the environmental justice movement, many studies point out that low income and race are significantly correlated in relationship to the location of environmentally hazardous sites (Bullard, 1990; Downey, 1998, p. 766; Mohai & Bryant, 1992) . Latinos, African Americans, Mexican immigrant workers, and Native Americans are more likely to be affected because their often poor neighborhoods lack access to political power to determine zoning codes (Adamson, 2001; Boer et al., 1997, pp. 795, 809; Champagne, 1999; Hines, 2001; Ishiyama, 2003; Rosen, 1994, p. 225 ; United Church of Christ Commission for Racial Justice, 1987) .
Environmental Justice as Political Protest Among African Americans
As with the civil rights movement, racism and economic hardship largely mobilize the environmental justice movement. Certainly, when contemporary environmentalism formed in the 1960s, urban minorities were mostly focused on civil rights (Novotny, 1995, p. 61) . However, the environmental justice movement borrowed political activism tactics from the civil rights movement in focusing on race and class. For example, one environmental justice group, the Gulf Coast Tenants Organization in New Orleans, uses civil rights imagery to frame environmental problems by using language such as "environmental carpetbaggers" and characterizing factories as "the new masters" (Novotny, 1995, p. 68 ; see also Melosi, 1997, p. 197) . This is just one example of how the environmental justice movement uses civil rights ideology to frame their approach to environmentalism and racial inequality.
Mainstream Media Representations of Blackness and Community
Environmental racism first appeared in both the popular press and academic literature in the 1980s (McGovern, 1995, p. xvi; Melosi, 1997, p. 196) . Some activists trace the media's coverage of the movement to 1982, when North Carolina built a PCB (polychlorinated biphenyl) disposal site only 15 feet above the water table (rather than the standard 50 feet) in Warren County (Pezzullo, 2001; Rosen, 1994, p. 224) . Angered by what they viewed as racial discrimination, African Americans and Native Americans organized largescale marches (Rosen, 1995, p. 224) . A second case leading to increased coverage occurred in North Richmond, California, in 1993, when a ruptured railroad car spewed toxic fumes of sulfuric acid on the surrounding African American communities (Rosen, 1994, p. 223) . Environmental activists wondered if the local media would have given the incident serious attention if the fumes had drifted into Berkeley's "white middle-class gourmet ghetto" (Rosen, 1994, p. 224) .
These examples, in which the mainstream media stereotypes or ignores environmental racism, are connected to the Black urban ghetto's formation in the 1960s and 1970s (Baker, 1995, pp. 30-31; Guerrero, 1993, p. 83) . Because reporting of gang-and drug-related crime "appears to be a matter of public service" (Rosen, 1994, p. 149) , it categorizes the "least powerful members of society" (Rosen, 1994, p. 149) as criminals and naturalizes those categories through the public's best interest. By positing the Black neighborhood as a signifier of crime and filth, the signifier Black is torn from its "historical, cultural, and political embedding" and is lodged in a "biologically constituted racial category" (Hall, 1996b, p. 166) . As a result, difference is naturalized and dehistoricized in this essentialization of Blackness.
These essentialized discourses are present in the environmental racism coverage in the major newspapers of Los Angeles, Chicago, and Detroit. The Los Angeles Times, which occasionally covers environmental racism, typically runs feature stories describing urban malaise.
1 One example is Pasternak's (1991) article, which describes a neighborhood campaign to fight air pollution. "In the distance are refinery flares, sulfur piles and freeways," Pasternak writes, adding that this scene also includes the debris and graffiti scrawled on the buildings (p. 1). Pasternak's article is similar to others, which vividly describe the factories crisscrossing "poor and minority areas" (Renwick, 1993, p. 14) . Such articles script poverty and urban crime onto Black neighborhoods.
Except for Tucker's (1997, p. 14) article, which mentions pollution's impact on Hispanic communities' nearby factories, most articles describe the affected neighborhoods as "Black" ones (Miller, 1993, p. 36 ; see also Grigsby, 1996, p. B9; "New York," 1994, p. 4A; Ritter, 1994, p. 3; Weisskopf, 1992, p. 18) . The newspapers' use of sources further helps establish oppositions between people living in Black neighborhoods and members (such as politicians and lawyers) of dominant sociopolitical groups, who are frequently described as "those in power" or simply "Whites" (Chavis, 1991, p. 7A) . This language sets up oppositions between members of dominant groups, who are specifically named and quoted, and people in subordinate groups, who are often generically categorized and rarely quoted. In this way, the coverage reflects how what is journalistically considered as expert knowledge is contextual, historical, and emerges out of certain relations of power.
In the end, these binaries posit Blacks through a Black-White grammar across geographical, social, and political space: the Black "them" versus "us"; outside (Blacks) versus inside (White society); and the polluted "Black" inner city versus the "safe" (White) suburbs. Given how these images perpetuate sociopolitical stratification across race and class, it is important to now turn to the African American media's environmental coverage.
Environmental Justice Coverage in Three African American Newspapers
The African American press has publicized environmental racism since the 1970s (Scheffer, 1991, p. 17) . The Defender, Los Angeles Sentinel, and the Michigan Chronicle are well-established, large African-American-owned newspapers in cities where prominent environmental justice cases have occurred (Hurley, 1995; Pellow, 2002; Rosen, 1994, p. 227) . Chicago, Los Angeles, and Detroit also have large African American and Latino populations. Although located in geographically disparate areas, a textual analysis reveals how the newspapers similarly emphasize themes of community and, implicitly, race and identity. 
The Black Community as Sociopolitical Actor
Community is fundamental to how the three newspapers emphasize the need for largely local political activism against environmental racism. Primar-ily, the coverage often discusses community in the context of coalitions that address issues affecting African Americans.
The affected community is, first of all, seeking to protect itself from dominant groups that infiltrate it with pollution. The description of pollution infiltration is almost always described using violent imagery. The imagery is constructed through the articles' use of violent transitive verbs that place the affected community in opposition to dominant, acting social groups (Whites). For example, the Michigan Chronicle describes incinerators that "spew lead from old paint on the neighborhood" and "contaminate" it (Tilles, 1995a, p. 1-A) . Minority communities are "targeted" and are "hardest hit by air and water pollution" ("CORE," 1999, p. A3), and airport expansions also forcibly "displace" and "destroy" such neighborhoods (Williams, 2000, p. A3) . These representations portray environmental racism as a violent crime against the community. Datcher's (1995) Los Angeles Sentinel article even describes environmental racism as "urban terrorism" against oppressed groups (p. A-4). This language functions to criminalize environmental racism, thus prompting the need for political action.
Framing pollution as a violent crime helps set up symbolic oppositions between the minority and dominant groups, thus justifying the affected group's need for forceful reactions. Therefore, even though the articles' language depicts minorities as being on the receiving end of environmental racism, the coverage is far from portraying them as helpless victims. One Sentinel article, for instance, discusses the need to "track and combat smog" in minority neighborhoods ("AQMD," 1997, p. A12). When the pollution violently enters their neighborhoods, those from the underserved community with rights can stand up and fight back (Jackson, 2000, p. 3). Tilles ' (1995b) article echoes this resistance with the forceful headline to owners of polluting corporations: " You will not use this community as a dumping ground" (p. 1-A). These clear-cut us-versus-them oppositions perform two important functions in motivating readers to join the cause of environmental justice. First, the symbolic oppositions help define the conflict situation as newsworthy by setting up clear criminal versus victim categories. Second, the representations also posit African Americans as a community united against a common enemy: Whites.
The coverage presents a sense of unity among African Americans by positing the community as a Black community. The articles primarily accomplish this by discussing environmental justice in conjunction with other issues affecting African Americans. For example, the Chicago Defender devoted coverage to the National Coalition of Blacks for Reparations in America's (N'COBRA) Reparations Litigation Committee, a national organization that focuses on issues such as wealth and poverty, education, and cultural identity ("Reparations for women," 2001, p. 3). Other articles similarly emphasize how environmental racism accompanies other issues such as health care (Datcher, 1995, p. A-4; Jackson, 2000, p. 3). Most articles point out that environmental justice is primarily carried out by broader coalitions such as the NAACP, Black national youth organizations, and Black churches (Bernard, 1999, p. A7; "Black church," 1994, p. 5-B ; Jackson, 1995, p. 7-A) .
The cooperation among organizations reasserts the articles' emphasis on community, which contrasts to the portrayals of Whites as singular figures of power. For instance, the articles focus on individual White politicians who oppose environmental policies favoring minorities (Dumas-Mitchell, 2001, p. 3) . Some articles, such as Jackson's (2000) report criticizing George W. Bush (then a presidential candidate), describe the politician's use of power as "nepotism." Jackson paraphrases civil rights activists, who express concerns "that the fate of Black Americans could rest in [Bush's] hands" (p. 3). However, even though the articles criticize White politicians, they also encourage readers to take action by participating in the political process. Jackson, for example, interviews African American politicians and activists who encourage readers to vote in order to change policies. Voting, like having clear air to breathe, is a civil right.
The Michigan Chronicle and Chicago Defender, therefore, additionally frame environmental justice as a Black issue by drawing on civil rights ideology. For example, those affected by environmental racism are frequently described as the "Black community" and "Black Americans" (DumasMitchell, 2001, p. 3; Jackson, 2000, p. 3). In fact, one article describes the "environment as the civil rights frontier of the future" ("'Environmental' racism," 1993, p. A-13). In Jackson's (2000) Michigan Chronicle article, environmental racism and crime are specifically described as Black "community problems" (p. 7-A) that demand work, such as environmental justice and civil rights activism (p. 7-A). By framing environmental justice as a civil rights issue, the articles link to well-established histories of racial discrimination and economic impoverishment (Novotny, 1995, p. 63 ; see also Girdner & Smith, 2002, p. 54) . In these ways, the community is primarily framed as Black to help portray a sense of unity among "us" against the enemy.
Such language inevitably reveals the unstable meaning of race. Whereas the Michigan Chronicle and Chicago Defender solely portray environmental justice as a Black issue, the Los Angeles Sentinel also mentions environmental racism's broader impact on Latinos and Native Americans (Aubry, 2001, p. A7; Chavis, 1991, p. 7A; Williams, 2000, p. A3) , "minority neighborhoods" ("AQMD," 1997, p. A12), "ethnic minorities" ("CORE," 1999, p. A3; Lantigua, 2000, p. A6) , and "people of color and low income" (Lantigua, 2000, p. A6) , who also include low-income Whites (Williams, 2000, p. A3; Williams, 2001, p. A4) . This coverage perhaps reflects how joint Latino, Native American, and African American environmental activism has been historically most active in the Southwest. In reaching out to its multifaceted readership, the Sentinel also covers environmental justice more often than the other two newspapers. Another Sentinel article actually argues that environmental justice mostly affects minorities, but a closer look at its quoted sources reveals contradiction. The article quotes an African American environmental scholar, Robert Bullard, who asserts that the broader issue of justice for everyone transcends environmental justice as "just for black or brown people" ("'Environmental' racism," 1993, p. A-13). The reporter spends the rest of the article weighing just who is environmentally oppressed. Eventually, the reporter asserts that a legal definition of environmental racism might make it easier to reach a conclusion. Finally, an additional Sentinel article attempts to grapple with the larger issue of power that leads to environmental racism. Datcher (1995) interviews Kwame Boateng, a Chicago politician and African immigrant who describes environmental racism's impact on the "silent majority": the "the poor, the abandoned children, people of minority groups, the oppressed of every group" (p. A-4). These varying articulations of race, community, and even just who is oppressed reveal the highly problematic use of categories such as Black.
Neighborhood Space as a Marker of Black Identity
Conceptions of space are especially important to how the newspapers articulate Black identity through the language of race, community, and the socalled Black neighborhood. The Black community's space is a geographical system of class, labor relations, and race within a dominant sociopolitical system. To this end, the neighborhood functions as a framework to articulate notions of a bounded space, which is violently infiltrated by dominant discourses of power in a White society.
This article has already discussed how all three newspapers emphasize the idea of a Black community. It is important to note how this idea is cemented further with the concept of the neighborhood. In personalizing and further localizing environmental justice, the neighborhood concept brings environmental justice from a community, or city, issue to one impacting a particular street. Journalism research on news values has shown that readers better connect to coverage that is localized or relates to their communities (Fowler, 1991, p. 14) . The articles' language strengthens this connection in highly sensual ways as they describe neighborhoods as "dumping grounds" (Tilles, 1995b, p. 1-A) , thus visually portraying the treatment of African Americans as garbage by their oppressors. Sarlat's (1997) coverage of environmental racism in Philadelphia moves further to describe the stench in African American neighborhoods from nearby landfills. "The smell of raw sewage on some days," Sarlat notes, "permeates the air enough to gag the average person" (p. 7-A). By appealing to readers' senses, the idea of the affected neighborhood reasserts the oppositions between African Americans and their oppressors.
The articles therefore reflect how the hegemonic (White) state, as represented by capitalist industries, police surveillance, and zoning practices, seeks to control the Black neighborhood's intimate space. Similar to many other articles ("'Environmental'racism," 1993, p. A-13), Tilles (1995a) focuses on lead as one of many pollutants that contaminate Black neighborhoods, as opposed to White neighborhoods that are likely pollutant free (p. 1-A). In the other article related to Flint, Michigan, Tilles (1995b) describes an incinerator's presence in "their neighborhood" (p. 1-A) and quotes a local lawyer who criticizes how the Genessee Power Plant "dumped [the incinerator] in the middle of an African-American community" that became a "dumping ground" (p. 1-A). Many articles focus on industries' location in "neighborhoods of color" (Tilles, 1995a, p. 1-A) , which also include "people of color" ("'Environmental racism' charges," 1994, p. 10A; "'Environmental racism' a fact," 1995, p. A-13). In this way, environmental justice symbolizes the conflict regarding the control of space that is violated by dominant groups.
The concept of the neighborhood is posited in the larger frame of community, which functions as a protest site and a means to grapple with the dominant sociopolitical sectors. However, as with Blackness, the neighborhood's space that is strategically mapped onto race is embedded in a politics of representation that must negotiate the wider ramifications of binaries and culturally constructed racial categories.
Black as the Unstable Signifier
As the articles above illustrate, the newspapers' articulation of community is frequently connected to race and Blackness. The ways in which the newspapers frame community and race are significant because these issues are heavily debated in Black cultural studies (Anderson, 1991; Bhabha, 1990; Da Costa, 1996; Gilroy, 1996; Hall, 1996b Hall, , 1998 Julien, 1998) . Even though Blackness has been used as a point of resistance since the 1960s in the United States and Britain, it is also a site of struggle and cultural contestation. The assumption of a Black community often carries a social order of culture that not only inscribes a singular methodology onto diverse circumstances but also relies on inflexible cultural and identity constructs. Hall (1996b) , for example, discusses how the category Black is a "politically and culturally" (p. 166) constructed category. He adds that this category, which is often posited as essentialized and stable, often counters the "diversity and differentiation of the historical and cultural experience of black subjects" (p. 166). Hall (1996a) describes how Blackness's "unstable" quality never applied to him, a Jamaican (p. 116).
This conflict about Blackness is especially played out in the environmental justice movement. Britain's Black Environmental Network (BEN) decided in the early 1990s to retain the word "'black' in the name" because it is "considered to be very political" (Taylor, 1993, p. 275 ). The BEN is aware of the term's connotations. In fact, their publicity emphasizes that "they are not separatist and expands the definition of black to include some white groups" (Taylor, 1993, p. 275) .
This contention around the term Black points to its constructed nature within a binary system. Both Whiteness and Blackness are predicated on constructed notions of race, rather than biology. What is especially problematic about these terms is that binaries represent, mark, and attempt to "naturalize the difference between belongingness and otherness" (Hall, 1996b, p. 167) . After all, racism operates by "constructing impassable symbolic boundaries between racially constituted categories" (Hall, 1996b, p. 167) . As a result, when Blackness is used, even in the African American press, to constitute a point from which activism can be carried out, one must be careful to avoid reinscribing monolithic notions of Blackness at the same time as Blackness is defined as difference by dominant groups in society.
This concern is pertinent to the African American newspapers' coverage of environmental justice. All three newspapers, in fact, illustrate how Blackness is a temporal, highly politically charged space where difference and identity are negotiated against the wider culture. The process underlies how almost all of the articles position the Black community firmly in opposition to Whites. In one Chicago Defender article, Dumas-Mitchell (2001) discusses former Colorado Attorney General Gail Norton's nomination for Secretary of the Interior. Noting Norton's opposition to affirmative action, the article describes how Norton "poses a serious threat to the Black community" (Dumas-Mitchell, 2001, p. 3) . This theme is also present in Tilles' (1995a) Michigan Chronicle article about Flint, Michigan's, pollution. Tilles paraphrases local NAACP leaders who assert that factories and incinerators are often built in "poor neighborhoods of color" (p. 1-A). As noted earlier, the Black community takes on a highly corporal form when it is violently affected by dominant groups through pollution. When the media describes how Black communities, or bodies, are displaced and contaminated, it visually portrays them as a category opposed to Whites.
It is essential to acknowledge the double sidedness of these representations because society's racial anxiety is revealed when the discursive cultural category of Whiteness is rendered visible. In other words, because it operates through invisibility in society, the unmarked sign of Whiteness possesses institutional support at the center and fluidly moves through society (Dyer, 1997, p. 42) . Phrases such as people of color reaffirm Whiteness's invisibility and position Blackness as difference and the Other. The category White determines who is included and excluded and also differentiates among those, such as working-class Whites and Jews, within the category (Dyer, 1997, p. 51) . As a result, this naming process reflects how reality is mediated through language that is linked to race through binary-inflected language.
Therefore, the African American newspapers' use of Black-White categories unconsciously risks reinscribing Whiteness as the unmarked sign. This process contains symbolic connotations because the monolithic identity of Whiteness is reflected by how it symbolizes privilege, power, and control in society (Dyer, 1997, p. 44) . The naturalization of Whiteness as neutrality and the color of light perpetuates its position of power, goodness, purity, and "cleanliness" (Dyer, 1997, pp. 63, 70, 76) . These racial categories are also reflected in the African American newspapers' articles, which code the neighborhoods as polluted Black spaces that exist in opposition to clean White spaces.
A Comparative Look at Constructions of Race in Latino, Asian American and Native American Media
Similar to the African American newspapers, the environmental coverage in Latino, Asian American, and Native American media reveals the unstable nature of race in American society. Primarily, when covering pollution's presence in specific geographical locations, the Latino, Asian American, and Native American media generally use more specific terms when discussing race than the African American coverage does. For example, Asian Week frequently distinguishes between Chinese, Vietnamese, and Koreans when describing specific suburbs, factories, and neighborhoods (Lee, 1992, p. 2; Yip, 1996, p. 14) . News From Indian Country references specific tribes when examining pollution on particular Indian lands (Small, 1994, p. 10; Taliman, 1992a, p. 6; 1992b, p. 28) . Only the Hispanic Journal almost always uses the generic labels Latino or Hispanic, except when focusing on specific groups such as Cubans (Avila, 1999, p. 12) .
Even though the African American newspapers mostly use the category Black, there are semantic similarities between the African American, Latino, Asian American, and Native American coverage. When addressing environmental justice as a national policy issue rather than a spatial issue affecting a particular neighborhood or city, the publications all use general oppositional categories to discuss race. For example, the coverage's language constructs oppositions between the collective category Whites and Asians and Pacific Islanders and Asian Pacific Americans; Native Americans, Indians, or socalled indigenous people; Latinos and Hispanics; and African Americans. When generally discussing the minority groups affected by environmental racism, the three publications all describe a dichotomy between nonminority communities, or Whites, general ethnic groups (such as Asian Americans) that comprise each publication's targeted audience, and other minority groups, such as African Americans ("Minorities plan," 1991, p. 2) .
In all of these cases, race is a general category marking the ethnic groups as distinct from dominant, White sociopolitical groups. It is important to note how these generic labels can function as categories of collective resistance against a common cause. The First National People of Color Environmental Leadership Conference in Washington, D.C., in 1991, for example, drew African Americans, Mexican Americans, Native Americans, women, and lowincome Whites from around the country (Girdner & Smith, 2002, p. 55 ). Morrison's (1995) , article, too, discusses a Native American protest gathering against mining in Michigan. Noting the Native American attendees from around the country, Morrison describes how the people had "a sense of community and purpose as well as joy to be together" (p. 2).
Still, even though they provide a semantic umbrella for activism, the generic categories mark non-White groups as different from the naturalized, nonracial category of White (Dyer, 1997) . Similar to the African American newspapers, the minority groups, often denoted as communities, are further grouped into more generic categories such as people of color ("Apache join," 1995, p. 9; Lee, 1992, p. 2; Lim, 1991, p. 1; Taliman, 1994, p. 4) . These categories reflect the coalitions among different minority groups such as Latino and Native American women (Prindeville, 2003, p. 140) . Unfortunately, these categories not only erase internal differences among highly diverse groups of people but also reproduce racial binaries with politically charged and powerembedded labels such as people of color and Whites.
Concluding Remarks: Blackness as Collective Resistance: Political Possibilities and Concerns
The coverage in the alternative and mainstream media raises important issues about race and identity that demand further attention from journalists and activists alike. The slippages of racial categories have led some environmental justice activists and researchers to argue for transcending issues of race and identity to instead focus on fighting global corporate greed and resource use (Girdner & Smith, 2002, p. 67) . However, rather than ignoring race and identity, it is important to address how environmental justice activists can collectively position themselves in a broader, inequitable sociopolitical framework. Black cultural studies theory informs a possible framework through which this activism can occur but still acknowledge the politics of representation and the constructed categories of race. It is essential that the groups' activism acknowledge the fluid nature of power in a hegemonic system. As the representation of race sometimes used by the environmental justice groups illustrates, counterhegemonic groups can also be hegemonic in their own way.
Nonetheless, possibilities for resistance exist by using a Gramscian approach. In contrast to ideology's emphasis on categorical rigidity, in which a formal "system of meanings and values is the expression or projection of a particular class interest" (Williams, 1977, pp. 67, 108) , hegemony anticipates counterhegemony in which some groups do not consent to the dominant power structure that is not a complete totality (Williams, 113) . Unity and power are produced through ideological, political, and economic practices. It acknowledges inequalities'existence and the "capability to realize this process" through the everyday "practices and expectations" within culture (Williams, 1997, pp. 108, 110) .
This process is particularly relevant to the environmental justice movement, which reflects Gramsci's war of position that acknowledges "different and varying fronts of struggle" across the equally complex multi-accentuality of the state" (Hall, 1996a, pp. 426, 429 ; see also Gramsci, 1972) . The environmental justice movement can benefit from a Gramscian approach in being a site of power that contests dominant macrodiscourses of politics and race. In fact, some environmental justice groups resist dominant organizational structures by refusing to have boards of directors and national bylaws; instead, the groups are often decentralized, focused on local communities, and issue driven (DeLuca, 1999, pp. 77, 79) . Using Williams' (1977) extension of Gramsci's insights, DeLuca (1999) suggests that power is therefore reconstituted through interpersonal relations that can also "expand the sphere of politics to the everyday" (p. 94). Both the civil rights and the environment justice movement politicize everyday cultural practices in a larger sociopolitical framework of power. In this way, their approach can use Gramsci's concept of alternative hegemony, which involves a "potentially hegemonic class against the pressures and limits of an existing and powerful hegemony" in which power is not located in one central place (Williams, 1977, p. 111) .
The fluidity of power reflects the importance of acknowledging narrative and representation's role in the media coverage. In almost all articles examined in the African American newspapers, the reporter discusses environmental justice by interviewing a spokesperson for an African American organization ("Black church," 1994, p. 5-B; Jackson, 2000, p. 3), a White academic who studies environmental justice (Alexander, 1998, p. B1) , African American attorneys ("Reparations for women," 2001, p. 3), leaders for environmental justice organizations (Williams, 2000 , p. A3), NAACP officials (DumasMitchell, 2001 3), or politicians ("Reparations for women," 2001, p. 3). As this article pointed out earlier, the mainstream media's coverage similarly interviewed "knowns." It is essential to acknowledge the relations of power, authority, and knowledge when groups are represented by a small minority, which can lead to processes of exclusion even within a minority group (Dent, 1995, p. 8) .
Moreover, the politics of representation underlie the performance of community, identity, and Blackness. In articulating the authenticity of experience within a particular community, the quoted representatives are always speaking from a certain subject position and viewpoint that perhaps silences other voices. Within this process, both authority and power are also performed through constructed categories, such as Blackness, which imply separateness from other communities. The so-called Black community denotes a somewhat reticent unity that disregards the context-specific nature of identity within an equally transitory culture. However, if identity is negotiated as a fluid entity that is continually performed through multiple axes of power, knowledge, gender, class, and race, it can begin to counter the essentialism of categories such as Black and community.
The question of essentialism, finally, reveals broader questions about how environmental justice activists can politically organize against environmental racism. As already discussed, issues of authentic experience, the notion of community, and Blackness can be analyzed to uncover the complexity of race, an endeavor that reveals that people are not necessarily united along lines of color (Guerrero, 1993, p. 87) . The usage of the term Black to symbolize a common experience of oppression reveals its constructed nature as a category that constructs identity along racial lines.
However, Blackness nonetheless points to the collective political possibilities when people confront the highly contingent nature of categories such as Black. By acknowledging how identity is "constructed across difference," it becomes necessary to accept the "movement of arbitrary closure" in which the "fictional or narrative status of identity" exists (Hall, 1996a, p. 117) . This can be a starting point to explore political resistance that embraces diverse experience, Black as "an open-ended identity," and the fluidity of power (Julien, 1998, p. 255) . Hall (1996a) discusses the "centering of marginality" in which the Black self's unstable nature is articulated through difference (pp. 115-116) .
Working from a heterogeneous nature of Blackness allows for new possibilities of activism when space is reconstituted as a site of protest. This radical conception of space functions as a point of departure, or as Hall's (1996a) analysis suggests, a "specificity" that is "not tied to fixed, permanent, unalterable oppositions" (p. 119). It is instead a location relative to other locations in a sociopolitically broader framework of power. Both the space or location of the neighborhood and one's identity can thus open up opportunities to speak from, rather than for, the "specificity of one's circumstances and experiences" within a shifting sociopolitical landscape (Mercer, 1994, p. 92 ).
An acknowledgement of a shifting sociopolitical landscape demands a renewed negotiation of identity that is performed within the intersecting and shifting territories of race, class, sexuality, and gender (Bhabha, 1990, p. 2) . In pointing out the limits of framing environmental justice through identity politics alone, rather than broader issues of power, Allen (2003) notes, "justice and identity are interwoven, ever-evolving processes; neither is fixed. To reify one is to essentialize the other" (p. 114). This article has examined how Black identity's heterogeneous nature contrasts to the essentialized representations of Blackness, community, and identity in the African American newspapers' coverage of the environmental justice movement. The fact that these types of representations are likewise present in selected Latino, Asian American, and Native American coverage of environmental justice, as well as mainstream newspapers, reflects the unstable meaning of race in American society. If the environmental justice movement is to counter mainstream environmentalism's racially exclusive nature, it must also address how media coverage is often embedded in exclusive categories of community, race, and identity. Notes 1. Using environmental racism and environmental justice as keywords, I did a NEXUS search of the Chicago Sun-Times, Detroit News, and Los Angeles Times for the time period of January 1, 1990, to July 1, 2001. The search yielded 40 articles altogether. I focused on this time period because the environmental justice movement has received increasing publicity since the early 1990s. I did not search the Chicago Tribune because I wanted to focus on only one newspaper in each city. The coverage in the Tribune is very similar to that in the Sun-Times.
2. I searched the three African American newspapers for articles on environmental justice and environmental racism by doing an online Ethnic Newswatch search. I searched for the time period of January 1990 to July 2001. With overlap between some articles, the number of articles I found for the term environmental racism included 16 from the Los Angeles Sentinel, 3 from the Chicago Defender, and 6 from the Michigan Chronicle. For the term environmental justice, I found 17 articles from the Sentinel, 3 from the Defender, and 9 from the Chronicle. 
